
Table B-86.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields with NSF support

in all institutions, by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 12,666 13,366 13,530 13,990 13,661 13,412 13,375 13,532

..............Total, science and engineering fields 12,610 13,296 13,441 13,873 13,561 13,330 13,272 13,398

...............................................Sciences, total 8,313 8,691 8,880 9,109 8,981 8,737 8,654 8,647

...............................Physical sciences, total 3,571 3,601 3,623 3,703 3,605 3,385 3,378 3,328
.................................................Astronomy 109 137 126 160 159 145 114 130

..................................................Chemistry 1,689 1,657 1,724 1,841 1,901 1,792 1,745 1,721
......................................................Physics 1,772 1,805 1,772 1,701 1,545 1,448 1,519 1,477

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 1,223 1,320 1,366 1,409 1,387 1,242 1,201 1,122
...............................Atmospheric sciences 216 245 212 205 209 204 207 163

.............................................Geosciences 710 746 817 839 813 721 693 642
...........................................Oceanography 269 296 305 311 311 268 239 253

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 28 33 32 54 54 49 62 64

................................Mathematical sciences 452 457 470 518 474 435 386 387

.....................................Computer sciences 896 962 1,004 1,046 1,053 1,049 1,087 1,177

...................................Agricultural sciences 61 76 76 87 92 97 102 93

.............................Biological sciences, total 1,282 1,347 1,382 1,382 1,407 1,494 1,535 1,534
....................................................Anatomy 12 18 9 13 18 19 17 11

..............................................Biochemistry 177 181 188 180 171 182 184 207
......................................................Biology 352 391 357 345 380 435 433 433

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 10 8 9 8 7 14 4 6
.................................................Biophysics 41 42 41 41 26 25 42 52

.......................................................Botany 123 131 130 135 133 131 139 141
................................................Cell biology 89 85 110 133 132 147 138 124

.....................................................Ecology 84 80 75 78 81 93 85 126
...........................Entomology/parasitology 21 25 21 31 24 30 36 31

....................................................Genetics 59 68 75 49 51 69 59 60
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 99 102 133 129 113 110 145 122

.....................................................Nutrition 10 13 14 9 9 11 22 14
..................................................Pathology 1 4 3 5 2 2 2 1

...........................................Pharmacology 16 19 17 14 15 14 19 18
.................................................Physiology 27 28 37 16 17 15 18 17

.....................................................Zoology 116 93 111 120 155 119 121 106
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 45 59 52 76 73 78 71 65

..................................................Psychology 268 283 314 289 288 289 278 287

...................................Social sciences, total 560 645 645 675 675 746 687 719
..............................Agricultural economics 5 7 3 3 4 3 6 10

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 111 130 130 131 141 165 161 144
................Economics (except agricultural) 120 120 116 113 107 114 109 126

................................................Geography 62 60 65 76 72 91 75 79
.................................................Linguistics 53 64 46 50 58 57 51 48

.........................................Political science 90 107 94 110 104 126 124 125
...................................................Sociology 69 94 123 122 113 104 105 120

.............................Sociology/anthropology 1 4 4 2 0 2 1 3
...............................Social sciences, other 49 59 64 68 76 84 55 64

..........................................Engineering, total 4,297 4,605 4,561 4,764 4,580 4,593 4,618 4,751
...............................Aerospace engineering 110 139 158 139 121 101 109 115
..............................Agricultural engineering 8 9 6 9 7 7 15 16
...............................Biomedical engineering 85 124 115 124 124 122 121 107

.................................Chemical engineering 664 699 730 749 759 777 708 760
..........................................Civil engineering 498 532 522 587 530 534 529 547

..................................Electrical engineering 1,278 1,388 1,285 1,343 1,325 1,319 1,351 1,317
....................................Engineering science 146 131 133 132 138 123 103 111

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 188 165 173 215 173 171 145 176
..............................Mechanical engineering 732 786 812 800 743 770 841 913

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 402 458 459 505 495 504 514 501
....................................Nuclear engineering 41 40 39 34 33 32 23 20

.......................................Engineering, other 145 134 129 127 132 133 159 168

...........................................Total, health fields 56 70 89 117 100 82 103 134
.................................................Clinical fields 11 9 10 11 6 8 14 9

.............................................Dental sciences 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1
..........................................................Nursing 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 13

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 8 8 10 21 8 7 6 18
........Preventive medicine/community health 3 7 12 18 16 15 6 15

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 8 5 0 0 4 1 8 5
.......................................Veterinary sciences 3 7 2 4 2 1 1 5

.........................................Other health fields 23 32 55 63 64 48 64 68

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering


